Local helioseismology techniques has proven very useful in order to study the solar subsurface velocity flows. In particular, both ring-diagram and time-distance analysis have been used to investigate the meridional circulation and its variation with the solar cycle. The figures below show meridional flows at two particular depth obtained by applying ring-diagram analysis to 5 years of GONG continuous data. The results have been averaged by year. 
Introduction
Local helioseismology techniques has proven very useful in order to study the solar subsurface velocity flows. In particular, both ring-diagram and time-distance analysis have been used to investigate the meridional circulation and its variation with the solar cycle. The figures below show meridional flows at two particular depth obtained by applying ring-diagram analysis to 5 years of GONG continuous data. The results have been averaged by year. 
Effects of Surface Magnetic

Masked areas
As a proxy to the solar surface magnetic activity, we used daily acoustic power maps. In these kind of power maps, regions with suppressed velocities are clearly visible. Masks where constructed based on the power maps that delimited the area of high activity. The masks were then extended approximately 4 degrees in each direction and used to calculate two different averages for the meridional flows: (a) flows calculated from all the surface available and (b) flows calculated only from low or no activity areas.
The top figures show the power maps for August 31, 2001(left) and April 4, 2006 (right) . The middle panels show the corresponding masks, black regions representing the excluded solar surface. For time-distance analysis cross correlations were excluded if any endpoints (two locations in north-south directions) are located in the black regions. Since travel distances are shorter than most masked area sizes, cases when mask area is between endpoints were also avoided. The bottom panels show the ring-diagrams grid for those two days and the points excluded from the calculations. Because of the characteristics of the two techniques, the length of the data series used to calculate the daily flows with ringdiagrams and time-distance do not always overlap, in such cases, only data for which we have masking information is used.
Conclusions
Our preliminary results suggest that surface solar activity interferes with the measurement of meridional flows in the active latitudes. The physical mechanism that is behind the differences is still unclear, but both, the suppression of the oscillations in the areas of high activity, and the existence of extra velocity flows in active regions could play a role.
The overall trend of the meridional flows once the active regions have been eliminated confirm previous results obtained by local helioseismology: larger amplitude flows towards solar minimum.
We intend to use all the available GONG data to investigate the effect of surface magnetic activity in both meridional circulation and zonal rotation. The results show here are preliminary but encourage us to continue our investigation. The "masking" used for this particular work is very simplistic, since we only eliminate the data that maybe affected largely by the contribution of active regions. A thorough investigation of the masking procedure is needed. These results confirm previous works using discontinuous data sets from both GONG and MDI instruments: the meridional flow amplitude is smaller towards the maximum of the solar cycle in layers close to the solar surface. However, deeper down the flows do not exhibit such a strong variation with the solar cycle. In this work we are trying to investigate the possible contamination of the near surface results due to the surface magnetic activity. 
Results
We analyzed two 50-day periods of data, one at solar cycle maximum (2001) and one at solar minimum (2006) 
